FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

MEETING March 24, 2014
A G E N D A

I.
Call to Order 
II.
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence
III.
Roll Call

IV.
Minutes


A.
Move to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2014 Board meeting.

V.
Presentations/Reports



(For information only --- No action to be taken)



A.
State Wrestling Medal Winners - Mr. Nick Mort and Mr. Brett Harris




– Ms. Crystal Heller, AD


B.
“Helping Students Pursue Post High School Education”




 – Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal and


   
 Mrs. Heather Swope, HS Counselor
VI.
Student Representative Reports 
VII.
Public Comment  (3 min. each / 30 min. max)

VIII.
Consent Agenda:

Background:  The following routine operational matters are presented for action by the Board of School Directors.  Items that require special attention may be removed from the consent agenda upon request of a Board member.

Budget

A.
Move to approve the general fund bill list in the amount of $235,210.62.


B.
Move to approve the food service fund bill list in the amount of $37,085.96.


C.
Move to approve the journal entries and budget adjustments as presented.



D.
Move to ratify the Superintendent’s approval of the additions of Ms. Sharon Tucker and Mr. David Reck to the bus driver list for the 2013-2014 school year effective March 19, 2014.  Jacoby Transportation is the contractor. 



E. 
Move to approve the following individuals to the bus driver’s list for the 2013-2014 school year.  Jacoby Transportation is the contractor.




Ms. Claudia Jacoby


Mr. John Plitt




Mr. Donald Jacoby


Mr. Douglas Mitchell

F.
Move to grant permission for the administration to advertise and seek bids for the approximately 24,376 square feet, secondary school building roof repair. 

 


Background:  This request is per the discussion at the March 20, 2013 property committee meeting and does not require the board to accept any of the received bids but grants permission to seek bids for review and further discussion.
Personnel

G.
Move to accept the resignation of Ms. Tawny Gallagher as a HS/MS Math Teacher effective April 1, 2014.


H.
Move to approve a request from Mrs. Elizabeth Mickley, HS/MS Librarian, for childbearing / family medical leave effective May 27, 2014.  Mrs. Mickley plans to return on the first day of the 2014-2015 school year. 

I.
Move to ratify the Superintendent’s approval of Ms. Natalie Klinedinst as a Support Staff Substitute effective March 10, 2014.

J.
Move to approve supplemental contracts for the following individuals as advisors for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school year.



Ms. Katie Barnes



HS Student Council Advisor
$381 (Prorated)


Ms. Kayla Smyers



HS Newspaper Advisor

$261 (Prorated)

K.
Move to approve a one-year supplemental contract for Mr. Nathan Brown as a high school assistant track coach for the 2013-2014 school year only with salary per the FEA Collective Bargaining Agreement. ($2,284)
IX.
Other Action Items:


A.
2013-2014 District Calendar Revisions-



Motion:  Move to approve the revisions to the 2013-2014 District Calendar.
X.
Other Discussion Items:


(No action to be taken)



A.
Resolution Supporting HB1506 Keystone Exams -

XI.
Adjournment

Informational items:
A.
Next Board Meeting dates: 


The Board will meet in regular session on Monday, April 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the District Board Room.  There is only one Board Meeting in April.
B.
The Board Committees will meet on the following dates:  Property Committee, 8/11/14; Finance Committee, 4/7/14 and 5/5/14; Education Committee, 5/5/14 and 8/18/14. 

C.
The District received a donation of $150.00 from Ms. Frances Ball through the Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign. 

D.
The District received a donation of $200 from the Adams County Fish & Game Association and a donation of $1,100 from the Blue Ridge Sportsmen’s Association, Inc. to be used for the National Archery in the Schools Program. 

Background:  All donations given to the District and accepted by the Superintendent will receive thank you letters.
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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, March 10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the District board room with these members in attendance: Mr. Mark Greathouse, presiding; Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb, Jr.  Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Ms. Karen Kugler, Director of Curriculum and Special Programs; Ms. Barbara Richwine, ES Principal; Ms. Patricia Weber, MS Principal; Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Ms. Brooke Say, Solicitor; Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin Ford, Student Representatives.  

Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 24, 2014 meeting on a motion made by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mr. Barlow. 

Presentations



Ms. Catherine Mentzer, Science Club Advisor, spoke to the board about the Vex Robotics competition on March 1, 2014.  Our Downtown Robotics Team, introduced by Ms. Mentzer, demonstrated a robot they created and earned a 3rd place position building the robot onsite at the competition.  The Blue Man Challenge trophy was presented to the board for placement in the district.  
Student Representative Reports:

Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin Ford described the success of the dance wherein they made $1,500 for their charity.  Our Charity Bowl activities were very successful.  Spring sports have started and NHS will be having a basketball tournament with proceeds for Special Olympics.  Ms. Fennimore has been invited to HACC to meet with state representatives and is working on preparations for a new Student Council leader. 
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Public Comment:

Mr. William Leaman donated, to the board, a copy of a DVD of the High School production of Peter Pan. This DVD will be placed in the library for all to enjoy.  

Ms. Margaret Finafrock, parent of students in the district, asked Board members to review playground equipment needs at the Elementary School.  She reviewed Property Committee dates and hoped we could schedule a meeting prior to the one scheduled in August.  She said our students need to expend energy and socialize.  There was some board discussion whereby Ms. Mikesell said this would make a great fundraiser for our students and Mr. Barlow and Mr. Greathouse both agreed we should review dates of future meetings. 

Ms. Stacey Whitmore asked, at the end of the meeting, if we will have minutes of the committee meetings available and if times will be published on the website.  

Consent Agenda:

  At the request of Mr. Hatter, Mr. Chain provided more detail on Consent Agenda items.  Item A, 6th Grade Camp has a long history within the district and the change in venue should allow for a cost reduction.  Lessons include those in Environmental Science.  Regarding Item B, the district is required to offer two languages and Mr. Chain answered Ms. Foscato’s question about 5th grade participation in a foreign language that we need to concentrate on the High School Program at this time.   Mr. Chain also explained the School Code requirements for a medical sabbatical leave for Item D.  Item G. was explained as being necessary to help with the current bubble of students participating in the sport.  Further explanation was given on Items F and H to answer questions by Mr. Rigler and Mr. Whitcomb.  Typically the advisor positions are filled with current employees while some coaches come from outside the employee base.  Mr. Whitcomb inquired if volunteers could fill positions and Mr. Chain explained the level of responsibility in certain roles does require an existing employee.  The advisor positions require additional hours outside of the school day and the dollars remaining will be prorated.   On a motion by Mrs. Mikesell and seconded by Mr. Whitcomb the Consent 
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Agenda was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.  The items approved with this action are as follows:

Administrative

   Actions
A.
Approved a request from the 6th grade teacher team to participate in the Annual 6th Grade Camp Outdoor Education Program May 21-23, 2014 at Camp Eder in Fairfield, PA.
Personnel
B.
Accepted the resignation for retirement of Mrs. Pamela Nelson, Part-time HS French Teacher, effective August 15, 2014. Mrs. Nelson has served the District for 7 years.

C.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a part-time high school French teacher for the 2014-2015 school year.


D.
Approved a request from Ms. Tawny Gallagher, HS/MS Math Teacher, to extend her medical sabbatical leave through the first day of the 2014-2015 school year.


E.
Accepted the resignation of Ms. Donna Shoemaker, head cashier, effective March 18, 2014.


F.
Approved supplemental contracts for the following individuals as coaches / advisors with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement for the 2013-2014 school year.



Ms. Marcie Kozack



Elementary Drama Director


$1,903



Ms. Colleen Glenn



Elementary Ass’t Drama Director


$1,427 


G.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a temporary (one year) HS Assistant Track Coach for the 2013-2014 season.



Background:  The Athletic Director has informed the Superintendent of the number of students on the track team have increased to justify additional supervision and coaching. Funding for this position would come from the budgeted, but not used, high school assistant girls’ basketball coach position.
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H.
Ratified the Superintendent’s acceptance of the following resignations from Mr. Joshua Dortenzo and grant permission to advertise and recommend for hire the following advisor positions for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school year.


HS Student Council Advisor


HS Senior Project Advisor

HS Newspaper Advisor

I.
Approved the addition of Mrs. Mary Reecher to the Support Staff Substitute List for the 2013-2014 school year.


J.
Approved Ms. Shannon Congeleton as an Extended Term Substitute high school English teacher March 17, 2014 through the last day of the 2013-2014 school year.  



Background:  An extended term substitute teacher receives $127.50 per diem with no extension of benefits except retirement.

Other Action Items:


A.
Request for Proposal –School District Auditor


On a motion by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mrs. Mikesell, Item A was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.



Motion:  Granted the Administration approval to solicit a Request for Proposal for a School District Auditor.  The RFP will request service for two school years, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.  

 




Background: The administration will seek a qualified, cost effective, audit firm with experience in Pennsylvania School Districts.  Our contract with Rager, Lehman, and Houck (present auditor), has ended as of the 2012-13 school year. 


B.
District Calendar 2014-2015
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On a motion by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mrs. Mikesell, Item B was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.

Motion:  Approved the 2014-2015 District Calendar.

Background:  

· The latest draft now includes the teacher in-service trade-in-day on Friday, August 29th.  Friday the 29th remains a day off for students and teachers who have fulfilled the in-service requirement over the summer. 

· Monday, Dec. 1 remains as a day off for Students and Teachers as it has been in our past. 

C.
District Calendar Revision 2013-2014 - #1


On a motion by Mrs. Mikesell and seconded by Mr. Lefeber, Item C was approved.  Mr. Chain thanked Ski Liberty for allowing students to have the prom on Friday for the same fee as previously agreed upon for Thursday which allows some of the proposed changes to take place.  Discussion was held regarding the number of days missed and plans for graduation and the board will have a final calendar proposal on March 24th .A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.

Motion:  Granted permission for the Administration to revise  the 2013-14 school calendar by making Thursday, May 15, a regular school day and moving the Act 80 day activities (planned for Thursday) to Friday, May 16.  The new May 16, Act 80 day, will then include graduation projects in the morning and transition activities in the afternoon.  This revision will result in one snow day being made up inside the calendar, instead of making the day up at the end of the year. 
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Other Discussion Items:


A.
Ballots will be distributed for the election of directors to the LIU Board at the March 24, 2014 meeting. 


B.  
Board members congratulated wrestlers Nick Mort and Brett Harris for their performance on the mat during state competition. 

On a motion made by Mr. Hatter, seconded by Mr. Whitcomb, and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted:


Mr. Mark Greathouse


  
 Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager

Board President



  
 Board Recording Secretary
FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
Board of Directors

4840 Fairfield Road

Fairfield, PA 17320

717-642-8228

RESOLUTION
The Directors of the Fairfield Area School District Board of Education are a duly elected body representing the citizen and business residents within the District.

WHEREAS, the Fairfield Area School District has experienced concern over the scope and intent of the program commonly known as Keystone Exams;

WHEREAS, it is apparent that the Keystone Exams are an as yet unproven examination system promulgated at a potentially high financial cost;

WHEREAS, at the expense of over $200 million, the Commonwealth has implemented three Keystone Exams that are taking place in our public schools right now in order to fulfill the requirements of No Child Left Behind and associated with Pennsylvania Core Standards.  Current law states that an additional seven exams are required for development and implementation beyond NCLB requirements.  While understanding the necessity of measurement and accountability, care must be taken not to allow standardized tests to become the focal point of education; not to waste taxpayer money, potentially $100’s of millions more; not to continue testing without knowledge of outcomes and unintended consequences of initial tests; and not to narrow curriculum and do away with classes that effectively achieve practical learning that leads to a broader, stronger workforce.  Under current law, Pennsylvania Department of Education is required, subject to annual appropriation, to develop and to implement Keystone Exams in the following subjects:  algebra I, literature, biology, English composition, algebra II, geometry, United States history, chemistry, civics and government, and world history. All exams must be in place not later than the 2020-2021 school year.  The Pennsylvania Department of Education has developed and implemented Keystone Exams in algebra I, literature, and biology and has developed and will soon field test Keystone Exams in English composition and in civics and government at an additional cost of approximately $140 million.  

TO WIT, Pennsylvania HB1506 will extend the time period for the development of the remaining Keystone Exams by prohibiting their development and implementation prior to the 2022-2023 school year.  While not in the current HB1506 language as proposed, Fairfield recommends that field testing, revision, and implementation of the Keystone Exams in English composition and in civics and government be continued.  This bill also will eliminate the requirement that the Pennsylvania Department of Education implement the remaining five exams, and instead allow the Pennsylvania Department of Education to develop them, subject to annual appropriation.  Further, HB1506 will require the State Board of Education to amend its regulations concerning academic assessments accordingly.  Prohibiting the further implementation of these exams will give the Commonwealth’s schools time to adapt to the exams and the corresponding Pennsylvania Core Standards and allow the legislature and Pennsylvania Department of Education to understand both the advantages and the unintended consequences of the Keystone Exams.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fairfield Area School District Board of Education by majority vote of its Directors on this date April 14, 2014 calls upon the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cease any further implementation of Keystone Exams per HB1506 inclusive of the proposed language continuing development and implementation of the Keystone Exams in English composition and in civics and government.
______________________________________
____________________________________

Board President




Board Secretary

Copies to:

Honorable Thomas W. Corbett, Governor, Pennsylvania

Honorable Richard Alloway, Senator 33rd District

Honorable Dan Moul, Representative, 91st District

Honorable Will Tallman, Representative, 193rd District

Honorable Carolyn C. Dumaresq, Acting Secretary of Education

Information:

Ms. Marcela Diaz Myers, President, Pennsylvania School Boards Association
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Harrisburg, PA 17120
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Honorable, Dan Moul, Representative, 91st District

G-32 Irvis Office Building

P.O. Box 202091

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2091

Honorable William E. Harner, Acting Secretary

Pennsylvania Department of Education

333 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17126

Honorable Will Tallman, Representative, 193rd District

B13 Main Capitol Building

P.O. Box 202193 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2193

Ms. Marcela Diaz Myers, President

Pennsylvania School Boards Association

P.O. Box 2042

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

